Diphenhydramine toxicity in a newborn: a case report.
Maternal drug intake before delivery may influence the clinical behavior of the newborn. The effects of anesthetic agents and narcotics may cause symptoms of depression in the infant. Infants of substance-abusing mothers may also have altered clinical states. This is a case report of a newborn, very depressed at birth, who apparently was sedated by diphenhydramine (Benadryl) ingested by the mother before delivery. The importance of complete history of drug ingestion by mother before delivery is important in evaluating the behavior of a neonate.